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ISSUE N°7 - 25 JUNE 2020

NEWSLETTER

1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The draft agenda and meeting documents are available in the meeting file.

2. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chair draws attention to the following points:

Languages available

FR DE IT EN ES CS and RO.

Webstreaming

The meeting will be webstreamed (points 1 to 3) and can be followed live via the CONT webpage.

COMMITTEE MEETING
THURSDAY, 25 JUNE 2020

13:45 - 15:45

Remote participation of Members

Any Members present in Brussels can attend the meeting in room József Antall (JAN) 2Q2

https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202006/CONT?meeting=CONT-2020-0625_1&session=06-25-13-45
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/schedule?committee=CONT
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/home/highlights
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Opening of the remote secret voting procedure

Voting procedure will be open from 14.00 to 15.00

*** REMOTE VOTING TIME ***

All Members taking part will vote via iVote (new application) and send by email the signed ballot paper
to the dedicated CONTvote mailbox (instructions on voting procedure and remote participation
modailites will be e-mailed to Members).

3. PARTIAL RENEWAL OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COURT OF AUDITORS - AT NOMINATION
CONT/9/02916 - 2020/0802(NLE)

Hearing of Helga Berger, candidate nominated by Austria

Rapporteur: Mikuláš Peksa (Greens)
Administrator: Olivier Sautière

Shadow Rapporteurs: Lefteris Christoforou (EPP), Caterina Chinnici (S&D), Olivier Chastel
(Renew) and Luke Ming Flanaghan (GUE/NGL)

Background

The Members of the European Court of Auditors shall be appointed for a term of six years.
In accordance with Article 286(2) of the TFEU the Council, after consulting the European

Parliament, shall adopt the list of Members drawn up in accordance with the proposals made by each Member State.

Appointments to the ECA are submitted to Parliament's plenary on the basis of a report from CONT, which takes into
account the primary law requirement of Article 286(1) of the TFEU: "the Members of the Court of Auditors shall be
chosen from among persons who belong or have belonged in their respective States to external audit bodies or who
are especially qualified for this office. Their independence must be beyond doubt.", as well as other considerations.

A. Procedure

According to Rule 129 (1) of Parliament's Rules of Procedure, "candidates nominated as Members of the Court of Auditors
shall be invited to make a statement before the committee responsible and to answer questions put by members. The
committee shall vote on each nomination separately by secret ballot."

I. Questionnaires and statements

In preparation for the hearing, the candidate has been asked to answer the questionnaire prepared by CONT.

II. The hearing

The hearing will take place according to the timetable set out in the draft agenda.  The candidate will be invited to
make an opening statement (5 minutes) and the remainder of his hearing will be devoted to replies to questions from
Members (40 minutes).

https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/0802(NLE)
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197539/MIKULAS_PEKSA/home
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III. Evaluation, votes and adoption of draft report

Once the hearing has been completed, the committee will hold an evaluation of
the candidate and then proceed to vote on the appointment of the candidate in
question. Evaluation, votes and adoption of draft report will be in camera.

According to Rule 129 (1), the committee shall vote by secret ballot. The vote
will be carried out by means of the remote electronic voting system. In
accordance with Rule 192 Members should indicate for a candidate whether
they give a favourable opinion, a negative opinion or abstain.

B. The Report

The format of opinions on candidates for membership of the Court of Auditors is defined as follows1:
a) each recommendation on each nomination shall be submitted in the form of a report, to be adopted on

the basis of a majority of the votes cast, with the report merely indicating the nomination;
b) the report shall consist of:

i. citations summarising the circumstances of the referral to Parliament;
ii. recitals outlining the procedure to the competent committee;
iii. operative text which may only consist of a favourable opinion or an unfavourable opinion;

c) citations and recitals shall not be put to the vote;

These strict rules on procedures, before the Committee on Budgetary Control and in plenary sitting, adopted by
Parliament do not allow any amendments to be tabled to the draft report.

The draft report will be finalised, according to the outcome of the evaluation and the vote in committee. The
candidate's curriculum vitæ and the answers to CONT questionnaire or summary shall be annexed to the report.

The report for plenary will state that Parliament delivers either a favourable or a negative opinion on the appointment
of the candidate.

The draft report was circulated to Members on 12 June and is available on the CONT website.

CONT Timetable:

Event Body Date
Adoption in Plenary Plenary July 2020

4. OPENING OF THE REMOTE VOTING PROCEDURE

Voting procedure will be open from 14h45 to 16h00.
All Members taking part in the vote (either present in committee meeting room or via remote participation) will vote
by e-mail using the iVote application.

*** END OF REMOTE VOTING TIME***

1 Parliament's resolution of 4 February 2014

https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202006/CONT?meeting=CONT-2020-0625_1&session=06-25-13-45
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5. ECA SPECIAL REPORT 13/2019 (DISCHARGE 2019): THE ETHICAL FRAMEWORKS OF THE

AUDITED EU INSTITUTIONS: SCOPE FOR IMPROVEMENT
CONT/9/02677

Presentation of the special report by the responsible ECA Member, Mihails
Kozlovs

Rapporteur: Maria Grapini (S&D)
Administrator: Charlotte Kutzenberger

Shadow Rapporteurs: Lefteris Christoforou (EPP) and Ramona Strugariu (Renew)

Ethical conduct in public affairs means that civil servants and public office holders should
serve the public interest, manage public resources properly, and make fair decisions.
Overall, the European Parliament, Council and Commission have put in place adequate

ethical frameworks duly supported by investigative and sanction mechanisms, according to a new report from the
European Court of Auditors.

The auditors assessed whether the ethical frameworks of the audited institutions were well established, which covered
all levels of staff and Members. A survey took as well place to assess the level of awareness on the ethical frameworks
among the staff. However, the auditors did not look at how the ethical frameworks had been implemented at this
stage.

This work led to the identification of some weaknesses with regard to overall strategies on ethics; procedures for
verifying declarations by staff and Members, which are not sufficiently formalised; gifts and entertainment policies;
whistleblowing and post-mandate provisions; etc. The auditors found areas with scope for cross-institutional
harmonisation and for more sharing of examples of good practices. For example, outside activities of staff, and
declarations on Members’ spouses and partners’ activities.

Finally, the auditors carried out a survey to obtain insights into ethical culture among EU staff. Most staff believe that
they can recognise unethical behaviour when they spot it, even though only a minority have received training on
ethics. At the same time, the survey showed that some are hesitant about reporting unethical conduct.

In order to better address the challenges identified a number of recommendations have been issued to assist in
improving the ethical frameworks; working together to harmonise elements of the ethical frameworks and to share
good practices; and improving staff awareness and perception.

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124785/MARIA_GRAPINI/home
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The Rapporteur agrees that the audit will help the EU institutions to reduce the risk of unethical behaviour to a
minimum. The Rapporteur counts to further strengthen transparency and integrity in the EU institutions by setting up
an independent EU ethics body.

The ECA special report is available on the CONT website. As a follow-up, a succinct working document with the
recommendations of the Rapporteur has been sent to CONT Members and is also available on the meeting
documents.

6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

7. NEXT MEETING

 6 July 2020, 13.45 to 15.45 and 16.45 to 18.45(Brussels)

PAPERLESS PROGRAMME(INTERNAL USERS ONLY)
Access CONT committee meeting documents on eMeeting or any CONT committee information on eCommittee

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Contact the CONT Secretariat or visit the website of the CONT committee

https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202006/CONT?meeting=CONT-2020-0625_1&session=06-25-13-45
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202006/CONT?meeting=CONT-2020-0625_1&session=06-25-13-45
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202006/CONT?meeting=CONT-2020-0625_1&session=06-25-13-45
http://www.emeeting.ep.parl.union.eu/committee/
http://www.contnet.ep.parl.union.eu/contnet/cms/home/menu_current_leg
mailto:cont-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu?subject=cont-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/home.html
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Recent Publications

CONT
In-depth Analysis “Follow up to the 2009 and 2014 Studies on the Code of Conduct for Commissioners - Improving
Effectiveness and Efficiency”
In-depth Analysis “Gaps and Errors in the TED database”
Study “The European Public Prosecutor’s Office: Strategies for coping with complexity”
Study “Effectiveness of cohesion policy: learning from the project characteristics that produce the best results”
Study “Aligning the budget with the Performance-Based Budgeting: lessons from Member States”
Study “Appointment procedures in the EU institutions”
Study “Appointment of the Commission’s Secretary General in 2018”
Study “Performance Indicators for Convergence in Regional Development - How reliable are they to ensure
Targeted and Result-Oriented spending?”
BUDG
Briefing “The net operating balances: Variants, emerging numbers and history”
Briefing “Why net operating balances are a distorted indicator of a Member State’s benefit from the EU budget”
Briefing “The benefits of EU membership are not measured by net operating balances”
Briefing “Strategies to overcome the ‘juste retour’ perspective on the EU budget”
At A Glance “The net operating balances or the “juste retour” approach”
At A Glance “Net operating balances indicator: A distorted indicator of a Member State’s benefit from the EU
budget”
At A Glance “EU membership benefits: Not measured by net operating balances”
At A Glance “How to overcome the “juste retour” obsession”
At A Glance “I want my money back’: The history of national rebates”
Briefing “EU Own Resources”
In-depth Analysis “How the EU Budget Has Developed and Changed in the Last 10 years?” (Available in all languages)
In-depth Analysis “The History of the EU Budget” (Available in all languages)
At a Glance “The next MFF and Own Resources”
Forthcoming Publications

BUDG
- Study “Documenting climate mainstreaming in the EU budget - making the system more transparent, stringent and
comprehensive”
- Study “How EU funds tackle economic divide in the European Union”
- Study “Pilot projects and preparatory actions (PP/PA) in the EU budget 2014-2019”
- Study “A Just Transition Fund - How the EU budget can best assist in the necessary transition from fossil fuels to
sustainable energy"

CONTACTS
Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs: poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu / Email: Policy Department Webpage

Disclaimer
The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the Budgetary Control Committee of the European
Parliament and are provided for general information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the
sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European Parliament.
This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The secretariat
does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites.

NEWS FROM POLICY DEPARTMENT - BUDGETARY AFFAIRS

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2019/636480/IPOL_IDA(2019)636480_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2019/636480/IPOL_IDA(2019)636480_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2019/621804/IPOL_IDA(2019)621804_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/621806/IPOL_STU(2019)621806_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/636469/IPOL_STU(2019)636469_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/621802/IPOL_STU(2019)621802_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/621803/IPOL_STU(2019)621803_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/621805/IPOL_STU(2019)621805_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/621807/IPOL_STU(2019)621807_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/621807/IPOL_STU(2019)621807_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648183/IPOL_BRI(2020)648183_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648148/IPOL_BRI(2020)648148_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648145/IPOL_BRI(2020)648145_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648186/IPOL_BRI(2020)648186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/648760/IPOL_ATA(2020)648760_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/648761/IPOL_ATA(2020)648761_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/648761/IPOL_ATA(2020)648761_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/648762/IPOL_ATA(2020)648762_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/648763/IPOL_ATA(2020)648763_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/648764/IPOL_ATA(2020)648764_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/647459/IPOL_BRI(2020)647459_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_IDA(2017)572713
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2019/636475/IPOL_IDA(2019)636475_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/621800/IPOL_ATA(2019)621800_EN.pdf
mailto:poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu
http://www.poldepnet.ep.parl.union.eu/poldept/cms/cache/offonce/poldepnet/poldep_d/poldepd_presentation

